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be the source of morality, which emanates from the ' sovereign power of the 
state. ' Signor Mondolfo also finds in Hobbes a shifting of the conception 
of the Summum Bonum from pleasure as the progressive satisfaction of 
desires, to the mere conservation of life ; the latter being all that remains to 
the individual under the sway of such an absolutism as Hobbes claims to 
be essential to organized society. The author seems to attribute Hobbes' s 
restriction of the moral consciousness, and denial of personal freedom, to 
the practical interests and political ends which he had in view in writing the 
Leviathan and his other works ; but it is probable that his politics were as 
much influenced by his speculative theory as the latter was by the former, 
both, indeed, being due to the character of his genius as affected by the 
peculiar conditions of the time. As a system of morality, Hobbism as a 
whole has little permanent value, its psychological foundation being obvi- 
ously weak ; but, in spite of all crudities and verbal inconsistencies, there 
is a substratum of truth in his philosophy of the state and his conception 
of law, and to disengage and expound this would perhaps be more useful 
than any merely destructive criticism can be. E. Ritchie. 

Psychology and Common Life. By Frank Sargent Hoffman. New 
York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1903. — pp. vi, 286. 

The preface of this work tells us that the author intends ' ' to select the 
most important facts from the great mass of material now accumulated by 
students of psychical research. ' ' What the reader finds, as he looks at the 
table of contents, are three chapters on mind and body, attention, and mem- 
ory respectively, and seven on the abnormal and mysterious phases of hal- 
lucinations, sleep, hypnotism, mind and disease, telepathy, and the second- 
ary self. 

At its best, this volume is an inadequate restatement of material gathered 
from sources that, it is to be hoped, are at least as accessible to the general 
reader as this book itself, and for the most part the selections are not well 
made and often are apparently not understood by the writer. The stand- 
point suggests phrenology and the faculty psychology, with an occasional 
refreshing infusion of common sense. The first chapter on body and mind 
is particularly full of misstatements and half truths. Much of the material 
bears internal evidence of having been garbled from the Sunday papers. 
Space forbids the citation of many misstatements. The mention of Goltz 
among those who would place the ' concept centers ' in the frontal lobes, 
and the statement that cerebral lesions are due to the fact that the arteries 
of the brain, unlike those of other parts of the body, do not connect at their 
extremities, will serve to illustrate the general tenor of the chapter. 

The chapters on attention and memory reach some common-sense con- 
clusions that must certainly be familiar to even the least initiated of readers. 
But while in the discussions there are many interesting illustrations of the 
general statements, .there is never psychological analysis that will bear close 
criticism, and the argument is too often the non sequitur. 
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The latter part of the book is filled with anecdotes from more or less well- 
known sources. The general conclusions reached are more in harmony 
with accepted scientific opinion than the first part would lead us to suspect. 
The attitude toward mind-cures of all kinds is skeptical. After the very 
numerous unsubstantiated cases are eliminated, the author ascribes the re- 
maining fraction to the influence of the mental on the bodily states. He 
takes the investigations of Mrs. Piper at face value, and so asserts the exist- 
ence of telepathy, but is not as yet ready to accept the spiritualistic con- 
clusions that have been drawn by many psychical researchers, or to admit 
the existence of a secondary self. W. B. Pillsbury. 

University of Michigan. 

Kants Lehre vom Glauben. Eine Preisschrift der Krugsstiftung der Uni- 
versitat Halle-Wittenberg. Von Ernst Sanger. Leipzig, Verlag der 
Diirr'schen Buchhandlung, 1903. — pp. 170. 

In this work Dr. Sanger has undertaken a critical historical exposition of 
Kant's doctrine of belief. There has probably been nothing more impor- 
tant in philosophical development than the proper recognition of the limits 
of speculation. The immense value of the clear epistemological distinction 
between knowledge and belief, therefore, is evident. This distinction has 
made philosophy more cognizant of its aims and more sane in its methods. 
It must always be of interest, therefore, to go back to Kant as the most 
fruitful source of this distinction in modern philosophy. Dr. Sanger has 
put us under obligations by his endeavor to supply this need by a 
fundamental exposition of Kant's doctrine of belief from the original 
sources. He conducts his study under three heads : (1) Kant's pre-critical 
writings. (2) Kant's critical writings. This naturally comprises the chief 
part of the work. (3) Kant's writings left unpublished at his death, e. g., 
his lectures, letters, and reflections. 

The author closes his work with a brief indication of the influence of the 
critical philosophy on subsequent theology ; and, in particular, its relation 
to the systems of Schleiermacher and Ritschl are discussed in a clear and in- 
teresting way. The work has been thoroughly done, showing a real 
scientific spirit, arid will be permanently valuable as a work of reference in 
connection with the study of Kant. It contains an appreciative introduc- 
tion by the hands of that distinguished Kant-scholar, Professor Hans 
Vaihinger. George S. Painter. 

The Classical Heritage of the Middle Ages. By Henry Osborn Taylor. 
New York, The Columbia University Press, 1901. — pp. xv, 400. 

Although this account of the sources of mediaeval culture is in the main 
a study in literary origins, there are several chapters in the work which 
throw a good deal of light on the philosophy of the period from 400 to 
700 A.D., and incidentally on that of subsequent centuries. These chap- 
ters are : II, *' The Passing of the Antique Man" ; V, " Pagan Elements 



